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Professional profile 

 

I am a strategically focused corporate and commercial in-house lawyer with 14 years 
experience across both private practice and in large commercial companies.  
 
I bring experience and understanding of a broad array of governance, management, 
commercial and legal matters. I have first hand experience in three large complex 
companies of how collaboration based on mutual trust and respect gets effective results. I 
have seen both how it can be done, and how it should not be done. 
 
Through my work I have demonstrated and developed exceptional communication skills at 
all levels of an organisation, from shop floor and mid-level management, through to 
executive team and Board level.  
 
I bring a collaborative approach to my work and my voluntary work. Using my relationship 
development skills I work to partner with others to understand performance, objectives, 
priorities and risks. I excel in making the complicated simple, tailoring my communication 
methods and style to suit the audience. 
 
I have held many voluntary roles in organisations involved in hockey, dragon boating, waka 
ama and swimming. I have a strong interest in enhancing the long term development of 
swimming in New Zealand. 
 
Experience 
Transpower New Zealand Limited, Wellington  

May 2019 – present 

Senior Corporate Counsel 
● Providing effective and pragmatic legal and regulatory advice while learning about a 

new, challenging and highly complex industry. 
● Responsible for quickly developing effective and collaborative relationships across 

the business. 
 
Steel & Tube Holdings Limited, Wellington  

January 2016 – July 2019 

Co-General Counsel, October 2018 – July 2019 
● Worked with and supported senior management and the Board to negotiate 

commercial agreements, resolve disputes and develop appropriate governance 
systems. 



● Developed effective relationships and communication styles internally and with key 
customers to win and grow business. 

 
Transformation Manager (10 month secondment), December 2017 – October 2018 

● Asked by CEO to leverage strong relationships across the business to co-ordinate 
development of a transformation programme for Steel & Tube. 

● Co-ordinated development of 23 initiatives with external consultants, initiative owners 
and executive sponsors, requiring the ability to quickly learn new parts of the 
business, and develop analytical and reporting skills. 

● Responsible for all communications with the Board regarding the programme and 
initiative development and reporting. 

● Managed the development of People & Culture initiatives  
 
General Counsel & Commercial Business Partner, January 2016 – December 2017 

● Responsible for quickly establishing the legal function as a key contributor to 
business and to ensure risks were understood and appropriately managed. 

● Developed strong and trusted relationships at all levels of Steel & Tube, from factory 
supervisors to the Board, and developed the role as an integral part of the Steel & 
Tube leadership team. 

 

New Zealand Post Limited, Wellington 

October 2011 – December 2015 

Senior Legal Counsel 
● Key legal adviser for sale of 4 separate businesses.  
● Developed strong collaborative relationships across the business to ensure legal 

considerations and advice was viewed as a commercial and pragmatics part of 
day-to-day operations.  

 
Minter Ellison Rudd Watts, Wellington 

July 2007 - October 2011 

Senior Solicitor and Solicitor 
 
Bell Gully, Wellington 
March 2005 - July 2007 

Solicitor 
 

Education and Qualifications 
 
Admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor, August 2005 
High Court of New Zealand 
 
Bachelor of Laws with Honours, 2000 – 2004 

University of Canterbury, New Zealand 
 



Bachelor of Arts with Honours in Economics and Geography, 1992 - 1995 
University of Sheffield, England 
 
Interests and personal information 

 

I live in Thorndon, Wellington, with my wife and two children, age 9 and 17. After many years 
in triathlon and trail running, including several half ironman events, an ironman event and a 
100km running event, I now spend much of my spare time exploring Wellington’s world class 
mountain bike trails. I regularly volunteer at Ronald McDonald House in Wellington, and 
helping build and maintain Wellington’s mountain bike tracks. I love cooking, and together 
with mountain biking, running and my family, the three act as a perfect balance with my work 
life. 
 
 


